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April 1, 2015 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month 
 

April is national Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month. This year’s Department of Defense 

campaign is “Eliminate Sexual Assault: Know Your Part. Do Your Part.”  

 

While sexual assault prevention and response is a year-round issue, the South Dakota National Guard’s 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response office will be ramping up their outreach efforts for this month’s 

observance. 

 

“Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month provides an opportunity to focus attention on 

individual roles – identify situations that pose risk for sexual harassment, sexual assault and other 

criminal behaviors, and demonstrate social courage to safely prevent harmful behaviors,” said Patricia 

Fordyce, SDNG sexual assault program manager. 

 

The DoD’s prevention approach engages leaders at all levels, and requires a personal commitment from 

every service member to prevent this crime. Sexual assault is counter to military core values and 

profoundly divisive and destructive to units. Service members are responsible to do everything in their 

power to protect and nurture our most valuable asset – our people.  

 

“Everyone in the National Guard is accountable and responsible for eliminating this crime from our 

ranks,” said Fordyce. “Change starts with understanding the problem and setting the right climate within 

the organization. Treating victims with dignity and respect when the crime is reported is an imperative, 

thereby improving the ability to hold subjects appropriately accountable.”  

 

 Eliminate Sexual Assault: Every service member, at every level in our military, must know, 

understand, and adhere to service values and standards of behavior in order to eliminate sexual 

assault and other inappropriate behavior. 

 Know Your Part: Each member of our DoD community has a unique role in preventing and 

responding to sexual assault. We must recognize our part in stopping this crime starting with our 

own awareness and knowing when and where to intervene. 

 Do Your Part: We have to act. If we see a crime or inappropriate behavior unfolding, we need to 

step in to prevent it. We each need to add our voice to the call to end this crime. 

 

The following events are planned for this month: 

 

 April 1-30: Teal Ribbon Campaign. Tie a teal ribbon to your vehicle’s antenna to support 

SAAPM. 

 April 1-14: Voluntary collection drive to support Women Against Violence, Inc. victims. 

 April 2: Day of Action: “Blog” on Service Member & Family Support’s Facebook page: Join the 

conversation by leaving a comment or sharing with others; wear teal ribbon in support. 

 

-more- 
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 April 7: WAVI and the Black Hills Center for Equality in Rapid City will host a free workshop 

“Serving LGBT crime victims,” located at the S.D. School of Minds and Technology Surbeck 

Ballroom from 9 a.m.–3 p.m. RSVP to WAVI at 341-3292 or wavi@wavi.org 

 April 20: National Crime Victims’ Week luncheon at 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. at the Rushmore Plaza 

Holiday Inn in Rapid City, with keynote speaker S.D. Highway Patrol Col. Craig Price. Cost is 

$12. RSVP by April 15th to WAVI at 341-3292. 

 April 24: National Denim Day. Wear your favorite denim to show your support and awareness of 

sexual abuse (voluntary donation (clothing or monetary) to go towards local shelters across state). 

 

For more information and support, the DoD Safe Helpline also provides a crisis support service for 

members of the DoD community who are victims of sexual assault. Available 24/7 worldwide, users can 

“click, call or text” for anonymous and confidential support. Users have multiple ways to get confidential 

support at http://www.sapr.mil/index.php/victim-assistance/helpline-materials. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact Maj. Anthony Deiss at (605) 737-6721 or cell (605) 431-

8753, or e-mail ng.sd.sdarng.list.pao@mail.mil. 

150401-Z-CW157-003: U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, adjutant general 

of the South Dakota National Guard, speaks about the importance of 

preventing sexual harassment and assault in the work force to employees at 

Joint Force Headquarters, Camp Rapid, S.D., April 1, 2015. This year’s 

Department of Defense campaign is “Eliminate Sexual Assault: Know Your 

Part. Do Your Part.” (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st Class 

Theanne Herrmann/Released) 

150401-Z-CW157-001: U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Regina Staufer, South 

Dakota Air National Guard, posts her declaration of what she is going to do 

to help prevent sexual harassment and assault in the military April 1, 2015, at 

Joint Force Headquarters, Camp Rapid, S.D. April is national Sexual Assault 

Awareness and Prevention Month. This year’s Department of Defense 

campaign is “Eliminate Sexual Assault: Know Your Part. Do Your Part.” 

(U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st Class Theanne 

Herrmann/Released) 

 
150401-Z-CW157-002: U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, adjutant general 

of the South Dakota National Guard, along with State Command Chief 

Master Sgt. James Welch, and Patricia Fordyce, SDNG sexual assault 

program manager, present a cake to help bring awareness about the month of 

April designated as the National Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention 

Month April 1, 2015, at Joint Force Headquarters, Camp Rapid, S.D. This 

year’s Department of Defense campaign is “Eliminate Sexual Assault: Know 

Your Part. Do Your Part.” (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st 

Class Theanne Herrmann/Released) 

150401-Z-CW157-004: Patricia Fordyce, South Dakota National Guard 

sexual assault program manager, speaks about all of the events happening 

this month to help bring awareness to preventing sexual harassment and 

assault in the work force to employees at Joint Force Headquarters, Camp 

Rapid, S.D., April 1, 2015. This year’s Department of Defense campaign is 

“Eliminate Sexual Assault: Know Your Part. Do Your Part.” (U.S. Army 

National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st Class Theanne Herrmann/Released) 
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